STUDIES AND MATERIALS

OF

CONTEMPORARY HISTORY

NEW SERIES

VOLUME 20/2021

ABSTRACT

Radu TUDORANCEA, Romanian Prisoners in German Camps during the First World War (I)

This article examines (in two parts) a lesser-known dimension of Romania’s participation in the First World War, namely the issue of the Romanian prisoners of war, more precisely the POW’s interned in various German camps. Based on archival sources, secondary literature as well as memoirs and war journals (many of them re-edited in the context of the Centennial of the First World War) of the former combatants that survived German captivity, the article brings forth a novel facet of Romania’s involvement in the First World War. The mortality rate among the Romanian POW’s interned in German camps was among the highest (over 31% of the prisoners, mainly soldiers) from all Central Powers POW’s camps. The reasons for this harrowing statistic varied. The harsh, often degrading and inhumane treatment applied to Romanian prisoners (especially soldiers) was rooted in German resentment towards Romania because of the government’s decision to join the war on the Entente side, against its former allies from the Central Powers. The article also connects the worsening economic situation in Germany, as the war dragged on, and the ever-growing number of the POW’s on German soil (at one point 2,5 million).
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Victor RIZESCU, Syndicalism and Political Patronage: the Contradictions of a Debate in Interwar Romania

The article surveys the general question of the interferences between trade-unions and political parties in interwar Romania. It focuses on a confederation of professional associations that represented the lower middle class and it was repeatedly accused of deriving benefits from legislative privileges obtained because of political patronage. This case of corruption is placed against the background of the discourse regarding the elimination of such practices seen as closely connected with the prevalence of bureaucratic parasitism and of politics divorced from genuine social concerns. The article shows that the political figures and the trade-union leaders involved in the case were themselves representatives of this type of discourse. They promoted it in connection with a large welter of organizations and ideological groups, developed around the corporatist project. The narrative targeting bureaucratic and political parasitism indicated the replacement of party-based parliamentarianism with a profession-based one as the cure of national ills. The contradictory relation between these ideals and the network of social relations from which their exponents emerged is taken as indicative for the nature of the social structure of Romanian at the time.

Keywords: syndicalism, corruption, patronage, corporatism, party politics.
Camelia ZAVARACHE, Pedagogical Schools for Kindergarten Teachers: From Project to Educational Process during the First Interwar Decade

The first pedagogical schools for kindergarten teachers in Romania were created at the end of the First World War. Prior to 1920, the personnel in preschool institutions had an urban background: secondary school graduates who were allowed to teach after passing a special exam on Pedagogy. The new schools were opened in Bucharest, Iaşi, Chişinău, Braşov and Deva. Their enrolment comprised mostly young students from rural areas or from low-income urban classes. Additionally, some of these institutions started out as orphanages or asylums for war orphans, only to be later transformed into pedagogical schools for girls. Therefore, they had two different roles: education and social assistance. The partnerships that the Ministry of Education skilfully established with private or public institutions, such as the Protection of War Orphans Society or the Ministry of Health and Social Care, allowed it to expand the school network and to share the financial burden; but not the authority to make decisions. Still, creating new schools meant taking on new financial ventures that were mostly dependent on the state budget. Consequently, during the 1920s the new schools struggled to ensure proper nutrition and housing conditions for their students, who were mainly orphans or came from impoverished rural areas. Despite these obstacles, the pedagogical schools that were preparing kindergarten teachers were able to reach their goal. They successfully trained new generations of young professionals who became part of a country-wide educational programme designed by the state to socially and culturally integrate the nation’s youth.

Keywords: Interwar Romania, Pedagogical Schools, War Orphans, Social Care, Moral Education.

Daniel ŞANDRU, Intellectuals and the Populist Tradition in Romania

The central hypothesis of the article is that the attraction of authoritarianism on a populist background has a long tradition in Romanian society, particularly from the perspective of public intellectuals’ support for the holders of political power. The contribution highlights, using the methodological tool of ideology analysis, the influence that intellectuals have had on the development of a particular dominant political culture in Romania. I argue that the central elements of the Romanian political culture, to the social design, development and consolidation of which representative public intellectuals have contributed, over time, are the following: anti-individualism, anti-democratism and providentialism. These features have been grafted on a Manichean background driven by ethno-nationalism, which remains prevalent in contemporary Romania. Elements of this dominant political culture have been socially enacted and transmitted through the discourses, attitudes and behaviours of public intellectuals of different generations, most of whom have entered into the political arena. Thus, they have legitimized the various directions in which political populism has manifested itself over the last century. In the process, public intellectuals became propagandists for parties and/or political leaders who have presented themselves as providential harbingers of „change” or „reform”.

Keywords: public intellectuals, authoritarianism, populism, political culture, intellectual tradition.
Cristian VASILE, The Patriarch Teoctist and Recent Ecclesiastical History. A Document from 1962

Postwar history of the Romanian Orthodox Church’s remained for decades an underexplored field, if not completely ignored from a historiographical and documentary standpoint. Although in recent years important books and studies were published in the field, it cannot be said that the above statement has lost its validity. This is particularly true with a view to biographies of hierarchs who have occupied the highest ecclesiastical positions during communist rule. A prominent example is Teoctist Arăpaşu, the Patriarch of the Romanian Orthodox Church between 1986 and 2007. Using a document from 1962 and other historical sources, the article connects the main life events in Patriarch Teoctist’s biography with the findings of the historical commissions that assessed recent ecclesiastical history during the 2000s.

Keywords: Teoctist Arăpaşu, Ecclesiastical history, Romanian Orthodox Church, Presidential Commission for the Analysis of the Communist Dictatorship in Romania.
Mioara ANTON, Socialist Romania at Peak Detente. Tourism and Tourists in a Global World (1970-1980)

At the beginning of the 1970s, socialist Romania joined the global world by developing its tourism industry. The article highlights the Romanian experience in the context of the relaxation of Cold War tensions and the liberalisation of international travel. 


The revitalization of the tourism industry took place at a time of pronounced foreign policy openness by the Romanian communist regime. It also benefited from the negotiations at the Conference for Security and Cooperation in Europe, which included provisions about the improved circulation of goods, cultural values and tourists between East and West. During this period, Romanian authorities modernised and built new facilities for retorts at the Black Sea coast, started constructing the first highway, inaugurated the only international airport (Bucharest-Otopeni) and opened the Intercontinental Hotel in Bucharest – the most luxurious at the time. Simultaneously, the Ministry of Tourism published two special magazines, România pitorească (1972) and Vacances en Roumanie (1976), inviting foreign tourists to spend their holidays in Romania. The abundance of the 1970s was meant to be the expression of the progress achieved by the Romanian socialist economy. Foreign tourists were invited to enjoy these remarkable achievements. 

Nicolae Ceauşescu supported the development of the tourism industry and the policies of attracting as many foreign tourists as possible, because they constituted important sources of income for the socialist economy. However, there were also risks to this approach, as party and Securitate archives show: negative influences on the population through exposure to foreign, un-socialist ideas and mores. I argue that the presence of foreign tourists in the context of the development of the tourism industry and the liberalization of travel left a distinct imprint on everyday life in socialist Romania during the 1970s.

Keywords: tourism, socialism, Romania, Cold War, Securitate.
Răzvan PÂRÂIANU, Social Homogenization and the Meaning of Social Progress in the „Golden Age”

In 1965, at the 9th Congress of the Romanian Communist Party, Nicolae Ceauşescu was appointed General Secretary. He was the youngest party leader among brotherly socialist countries. He immediately got the attention of the public opinion, affirming that the role of the nation was not over. He proclaimed the nation the foundation for the future socialist society. It was the beginning of Ceauşescu’s regime, a period dominated by the overrepresentation of the socialist nation within official and public discourse. One particular trait of Ceauşescu’s understanding of the nation was its homogeneity. It was this homogeneity that shaped his perspective about social progress in Romania and, later, caused much harm to the social fabric of the country. The article explores the beginning of this theory of a homogenous society as the ideal endpoint of the social revolution as it had been envisioned by the party officials. The theory affected not only the Romanian society but the Communist Party as well. It was designed to remove differences between villagers and city dwellers, between workers and intellectuals and, eventually, between party members and the rest of the people. It was this homogeneity that gave the unmistakable stifling air of the last decade of the Romanian socialist regime. 

Keywords: Socialist nation, homogenization, social progress, Nicolae Ceauşescu, ethnicity.
Cosmin POPA, The Cadre System in „Elena Ceauşescu’s Times”

The article describes the creation of the new nomenklatura system within the Romanian Communist Party under the direct coordination of Elena Ceaușescu. It focuses on the career path, the selection criteria, the mechanisms of the system and some of the biographical data of the most relevant characters. The contribution highlights that the main outcomes of these developments were the deprival of competencies within the central party apparatus process as well as the total takeover by the Securitate (secret police) of the political vetting of party officials. 

Keywords: Romanian Communist Party, Secret Police, nomenklatura, Elena Ceauşescu.
Ruxandra-Iuliana PETRINCA, The CNSAS Archive, Social History, and Overlooked Aspects about the Securitate Files

The article explores the content of an operational file in the CNSAS archive from the perspective of social history. Topics without major political or historiographical implications, such as, mismanagement of collective farms or relations with foreign nationals are assembled into a narrative that provides the reader of the Securitate (Romanian political police) file with a window into the various characteristics of everyday life of a township in Dobrudja during the 1980s. Critical issues for the work of the Securitate – the categories of people under surveillance, the social tensions in the community and their causes – are presented briefly and fragmentarily. The article takes a bottom-up historiographical approach to the study of the communist regime in Romania. The emerging image is complex, blurred and incomplete, mirroring two general features of the last decade of communist rule: the dissatisfaction of ordinary people and the scarcity of resources, ubiquitous including in the activity of the Securitate. 

Keywords: collective farm, tourism, everyday life, secret police, social history.
Simion GHEORGHIU, Romanian-Soviet Relations in the Era of „stagnation”: Historiographical Controversies
Based on the documents from the Central Committee Fund of the Romanian Communist Party, the Foreign Relations Department of the Central National Historical Archives and on secondary sources as well as memorial literature published in Romania and the Russian Federation, the article brings forth novel insights on the Romanian-Soviet historiographical disputes during the „stagnation” period (1965-1985). It also shows that the controversial topics which appeared during the time of Leonid Brezhnev, remained on the agenda of Romanian-Soviet relations once Yuri Andropov took power in Kremlin – a little known development up until now.

Keywords: Romanian-Soviet relations, Nicolae Ceauşescu, Leonid I. Brejnev,  Yuri V. Andropov, historiography.
Claudia-Florentina DOBRE, Former Political Detainees and Memories of Communism in Romania: A Short Narrative about a Socio-Historical Research
This article describes the methodology and the findings of a research about women, former political detainees, memory discourse about the communist period and political persecutions. It points out the difficulties and the unexpected results of such sensitive work. It argues that the narratives of former political detainees about their life experiences are influenced by both frameworks of memory as well as by their habitus of modern women belonging to the Romanian interwar middle class.  

Keywords: Memory of Communism, Former Political Detainees, Witnesses, Identity, Social Frameworks.
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